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@GOD’S FIRST COMMIASION TO MAN
OR SCIENCE.

Early in the misty morn of
creation, when man, who
wans about togq forthfromthe
presence of his
. his untried existence upon the
-earth, etond up at the word

of his Maker to receive his
pirthright. Godgavelim his
henediction and thiscommis-
rion:-‘Replenish eart,subdue
it; and have dominion oyer
every living thing.”
were the first recorded worde
that fell on mortal ear, and
they were full of significance.

This commisgion disclosed

reator npon

Slowly and silently wps she
to lead him thrcughthe
vast coamdors of nature
in his far reaching search for
power to weild the scepter of
sacred truth uud right di-
vine,

The mission of seience is to
eo thoroughly nequaint man
with his birthright = nature
and all her varied stores—as
to enable him to iraw from
th' whole, severally or col-
leetively, the properties that
are capnble of advaneing hu-
wman  happiness, 1leaven's
richest bleseing hns ever at-
tended the efforts of those

to man his mission npon the
enrth. It revealed o him
the fact that pecaliar and lof-
ty powers must lie sleeping
in his dormant faculties; and
that these powers wera to be

employed in his work of sub-{

jugation. And truly the fac-
ulties to be employed in this
great design were not mere
physical facalties, for then
the most sacred treasure of
hs heritage would not only

“have been bevond the reach

of his feeble hand, buat his
but his birthright wonld
have been to him amost for-
midable tyrant,
up in nature's mystic hosom
were forees steepingin wrath
which, when loosed from
their priron ecells wonld rush
with nnbridled fury, hmling
the lightning neross thehenv
ens with inealenlable veloni-
ty, or driving the terrifie
winds aver the face ot the
eath, lenving dextruct onand
ruin in their pathway, or o-
ver the bosom of the ocean.
stirring the mighty deep, nnd
parhing itr billows, heaving
like mountaing, surging to-
warda the sky., There wan
that mighty mysteriousforee
pervading all nature, which
not only imnpelled the waters
down the mountaing of the
earth, dashing them over the
dizzy precipices with thunder-
voicer, but which held the
apheres of the universe in
thei: orbite, impelling them
onward in their ceaselesa
march, with inconceivable
power. Yet all these impell-
ingenergies of.nature were to
he msubdaed and mnde o
hecome as willing steeds and
ministers to man's necessi-
ties. - All her other treasures
were to be brought into re-
quisition by him. But phys-
iral power was not his all,
The wizse anthor of this com-
mission was also the henefi-

votaries of seience, who, with
an insntiate thirst for trath,
have devoted thefarculties of
mind ro the investigntion of
natore’s laws and the s=ubjn-
gution of her forees;and each
suceessive step that
have made has added new
symbols of power to that
trinmphant reign
overevery living thing. Mov.
ing system by system, race
by race, the congnest of sci-
ence is setting aside the old,
aand setting up new civiliza-
By it earth and sew

have been brooght under sub
For pent|;

they

of man,

Seience hars  ealled

forth the hidden and wonder
working forees of nature and
made them obedient vassals
of the toiler.
tains have
treasures
their wealth;
gtrewn at the feet of induxtry
her'glittering gems; colleges
and univers ties have sprung
up all over thecivilized world
and man has been elevated
from the lowest barbarie g
noranece to the highest type
of Christian vivilization; the
industrinl arts from rode be-
ginnings have been brought
hy pati. nee and lnboriousre-
search to the prosent state
of perfection. S-ience has ne-
complishe] it all,
nre the results to-day?
Without disparaging the
great inventions of the past,
the mariner’s compass, the
printing press, the telescope,
the steam engine, which hnve
rendered modern civilization
possible, it is our hoast to-
dny that we are standing on
the very pinacle ol scienee;
that the present epoch tar
surpasses in interest and im-
portanee all foriner achieve-
ments of the human mind.
The application of stenm to
land and water navigation,
which has practically annihi-

By it the moun
given up their
ands the valleys
the ocean hax

and what

cient Provider of means for{jated distance, has revolu-

its fulfilment,
Bwifter on the wings of|worid,

tionized the commerce of the
bhinding us together

thought than the lightning|throughout the length and

athwart the sky, more pow-|preadth ot the land, making
erfal than the whirlwinds ter- us one in the ties of friend-

rific blast, deeper in its pene-|ghip and in the associations

tration than the dark fath-
omless depths of dcean, lof-

of trade and emigration. The
telegraph aund the telephone,

tier in its flight than thecan-| yirtually annihilating both

opy of the heavens: Mind,

time aud space, thus enabel-

which God in that commis-|ine the nations of the earth

sion ePthl'On"d king of na-|{ty communicate with euch-
nure, Was to be bounded in|ther in a moment of time,

her dominion only Yy the|h,vethe very bestinterests of

bounds of the universe itself.

Reungon

was to be thelogaress,

the world bound up in their
Their mission is

meausofsubjogation. Man’s|epphatically one of peace.

glorious work - the work of
inyestigation.

They not only speak -swiltly
but solitly. Every throb of

He was to contemplate the!he human heart, every tear,
immensity of trath, and dive|gvery tender anxiety for ab-
down amid the hidden and|gent friends may be knownin
priceless gems of natare. Sci-|ayery land in 2 moment of

e'm_:e was to behis handmaid.

ly uniting the nations of the
earth, once cold and hostile,
in one common buundle of
sympathy andlove. The most
obtuse obser ver pfto-daycan
not fail to see that from the
beginning every century has
been better than that” which
preceeded, that development
and progress nre the lnws of
the race: we are living in the
very best age of history,stan
ding apon the teinple erected
by the efforts of other nges,
we are standing on the very
summit of time, Man has nev
er receded. Nations have de-
eayed, dynasties have perish-
ed, governments have expir-
el and races become extinet;
yet man has moved, intellec-
tually and morally, onward
and opward. And to-day,
looking back upon what has
been, and knowing what is
now, we can see the spint of
progress fixed upon the
course of man, and stamped
upon the works of art, ever
pnpelling onward and up-
ward the moral, intellectual
and physical world, in exact
proportion to the develop-
ment of seientific research.

But when science shall have
been the means unto man of
bringing 2l nature into sob-
jeetion, of tuking possession
of ull her exhaustless stores
and filling the land with im-
provements, “ealling forth,’
ns it were, “glory from deso
lation and life and heauty
from the very bosomn ol
death,” filling the Iand with
a song like unto Mirlam’s
when it feels the touch or ae-
complished skiil,” “and all
this shall have been sounded
in theears of the listening
multitudes, even then not
one half of the divine mission
of neience will have heen told.
A higher and nobler mission
vet exists, There ave infinite-
ly more sublime and noble
regions of thought for the
huinan mind to grapple as
science lends it from nature’s
trnths to nature’s God. In or
der to true happiness to man
kimmd 1t is necessary that
man know nature's author,
his own benificent Creator.
God has impressed bimself in
Jelibly upon His works; ‘the
heavens declore Hisx glory
nid the firmament showeth
Ilis handi-work.”” “Speak to
the earth and it shall teach
rhee.” Borneon the gentle
winds are soft whispers (rom
the throne of heaven. All
nature seems impatient to re
veil to man her hidden treas
ures and to etown his efforts
aith jewels far mor2 precions
than the purest gold, apnd
lead him, as if by enchant-
ment, from nature’s truths
to naturaw’s God. Sciencelike
a sparkling rill, bounding in
wild delight, reveals new and
greater mysteries still.

The sounl of the truestudent
of nature, gliding swiftly
throngh the realing of ether
and penctrating theshadowy
mysteries of t he physical
world, grapling with the in-
flexible bars of the universe,
furnishes infallible proofthat
the soul of mannaturally as-
pires from investigation of |
truth to its fountain head;
that it naturally lends I’nom

tor. Then traly “Tha soul

time, To-day they nreswift.

may guess the presence of
some unknosn heavenli-
ness,”’

Oh! what joy and ineffable
pleasure must the edneated
and philosophie mind experi-
ence to see life in all nature;
to converse with rocks and
plants as with livimg beings,
and rambling through the
mysterions Iabyrinths of
mighty ereation, to compre-
hend and rest in wrapt de-
light and sounl-stirring revela
tions of the omnipotence, the
omnicience, the omnipres-
ence of the cternal God. But
attempt after attempt has
been made to set the works
of God agningt the word of
God nnd thereby excite jeal-
ousies fitted to separate pur-
ties who ought to live in clo-
sest union. The bombastic
infidel, the prating atheist,
of today, spreading them-
selves like green bay trees, in

contemplating the mysieries |

of Goa’s providenze, deny
the truths of revelation and
condemn them, or denying
the existence ol God Wimsell,
ascribe His work to natural
eausey, do s, simply because
they ennnotcomprehend om-
nicienee and grapple with om
nipotence, Condemning what
they do notcomprehend they
illustrate the idea expressed
by Lord Bacon, “A smatter-
ing of philosophy leads to
atheism whereasanadequate
acquaintance with it brings

them back to religionagain.’;

He may have eanght the viv-
id lightning in_his unhallow-
ed hand, he may have discoy
ered some of nature’s grand
principles, or gnzing on the
sublimity of the heavens, his
mind may have been impress
ed with u feeling of awe, won-
der or amazement, and as
he dwells upon the grand and
lofty thoughts suggested on:
ly catehes the faint glimpses
of the mighty truths which,
if he 2ould only eomprehend,
would be 1eyealed. And then,
with these Tant and inade-
quate glimpses of trath, not
being content with what he
has seen and heard of the
word of God, he makes an at
tempt to seale the girddy
heights of imagination
to press into the holy of ho-
lies, and presume to say that
Giod is not, because his own
mind *has been weighed in
the balance amd found want-
ing.”  But the infidel’s shaft
huas ever fallen harmless at
the feet ol christianity, Con-
travy to all his studious at-
tempts to show that chris-
tinnity cannot withstand the
light of the age in which we
live, the church of God still
prevails, sending her light
glenming more brightly than
ever before, into the dark cor
ners  of earth’s remotest
bounds.

There is one thing that ir
to be seriously regretted, be-
eanse of its far-fenching and
dawaging effexts on both re
ligion aml secience. It is to
be deplored that ever there
was one in the ranks of ehris-
tinnity 8o apenly lisplaying

things created to their Urea- |

tha* looks within for troth.

Iamllttl fnith in religion as
well as science, that heshould

: have hurled one hostile bolt

agninst seience as an enemy
o revelation, God has indel
ibly impressed himsell upon
s works os well a8 revealed

himeelf in His Word. The
eternal truths of rature can
not conflict with the eternal
truths of the Bible. To depri-
~nte nature vvith a view of ex-
alting revelantion is to de-
grade one part of | God's
works with n view of exalt-
ing and recommending an-
other. Bo far from ignoring
the Bille science has farnish-
ed a key to many of its most
snblime and hidden myster-
ien, Science is to the Bible a
trusty handmaid that has
led the way throngh wany
tren sherous spares of the infi
del, and though he has often
attempted to use science asa
sword to ecmbat christiani-
{y it haa ever glanced harm-
lews from th» shield inflicting
n mortal wound on him who
drew it. Then, oh christian,
lear not that science ean ev-
er prove detrimental to the
eause of religion. The God of
the Bible i8 surely the God of
seience.  Where one leuds the
other is sure to Hllow. May
they go hand in handand re-
fuse to bs divore ul,

Now I would call your at-
tention for a moment to the
faet, that, sin being introdne
ed mto the world by reason
of hia disob»dience man be-
eame tornlly unfit for the de-
signs of his great commis
ston.  But a remedy being in
stituted in the consel cham.
bers of the Eternal Three, o
second commission was giv-
en to him, which involved
turining his eyes to a erueifi-
#1 Redeemer, and then, un
der the gunidunee of this glo-
rious Redeemer he was to
“work ont his own salvatlon
with fear and trembling.”
And we know that each step
that man has taken in con-
formity with the designs of
these two great comn.issions
has been tending toward the
perfection of one grand pur-
puse--the complete welfare
und happiness of the human
race; and [ maintain that
man will not haye completed
his shore in the work design.
ed in the great plun of crea-
tion, until science shall have
discovered all theapartments
of our richly furnished man
sion, and shall have taught
ns to use all her treasures to
the very best advantage, un-
til “the szientist, having ta-
ken line after line. figure af-
ter fizure, passed from prop
osition to proposition, rivet.
ed link after link, shall have
bound the umvn-nn to the
throve of God by that gol-
den, everlasting chain whoso
strong embrace holds heav-
en, earth and mam;” and
man shall no longer *know
in part, but bask in the per-
feet light of trath.”  And
when, oh christian scientist,
the smoke of che final t-unﬂn-
gration of all things have
cleared nway, and the new
enrth shall have come forth
elothed in robes of transcen-
dent splendaor, the long lost
elories of Eden being reinsta
ted, and the bowers of sinless
Paradise blooming again in
all their beauty; when dark
and mysterionz elonis shall
no longer obscorethy vision,
but a brighter sun than ever
thine eyes beheid at noonday
shall pour forth its radierce
upon thy path, then, we enr-
nestly heleive the \\'m'k be-
gun here amid so many diffi-
culties wili be resamed in the
perfect light of day; that
then, born on angelic wings
thon shalt nscend the sacred
mount of eternal truth and,
gazing upon the peaceful bo-
som of the voundless ocean
of ulmighty love, thy joyous
work ghall forever be to trace
out its stormless shores, to
measare its boundiess extent
and to futhom itsfathomless

depths,
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lletlen verywhere, Wanted, b
take exelutive sale for this v cla .
Write at onoe,

Docs This
Hit-You?

The management of the
Equitable Life Assurance
® Society in the Department of
the Carolinas, wishes to se-
2 cure a few Special Resident
Agents. Those who are fitted
for this work will find this §

: A Rare Opportunity

It iszork, however, and those
® who succeed best in it possess
character, mature judgment,
tact, perseverance, and the
P respect of their community,
Think this matter over care-
fully. There's an unusual
opening for somebody. If it
fits you, it will pay you. Fur-
ther information on request,
W. J. Roddey, Manager,
Rock Hill, S. G

PROFESSIONAL.

W. B. COUNCILL, Jn.
ATTORNEY AT LA 4,
Boone, N. C.

W. B. COUNCILL, M.D.
Boone, N, C,
Resident. Physician,  Office
on King Street north of Post

Office.

J. ¥ M(llil'lll!.“

ATTORNEY A1 LAW,
WARION < s s ctnsBinns N.O

_(u).—.

Will practice in*the courts o-
Vatauga, Ashe, Mitehell, McDowl

and all yther counti's in the
western district 8™ Special atten
tion given to the colleetion o
laime, "8

W. B. Connelll M, D. T. C. Blackburn,.
Boone, N. C. Zionville, N. C.

Councill & Riackburn,
Physu:lans & Surgeons,

BeF=Culls attended at all
hours. =6l
June 1, 793.

E. . LoViLL. 1. C. FLETCHER,

LOVILL & FLETGRER

ATTORNLYS AT LAW,
BOONE, N. ©.
B Special attention given
to the eolletion of claims," S8

Ohamberlain's Eye and Bkin Ointmead

a”hﬁ'&”ﬁ“"’&w&"m

ran

!sa-m,'l'euerﬂdlﬁm

25 cents per box.

For tin horee in ﬂmlnhky
ahoree ina con-

. Cady's Condition Powdem.

lheu <tam, aid

relieve




